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Transcript: Scotland’s Cities: Edinburgh

Welcome to the Scottish English Podcast, the show where you can learn about Scotland's
history and culture all while improving your English.

Today we're in our final location in our tour of the Scottish Cities. I've left this city to last
as it's probably the country's most famous city. It's the capital: Edinburgh, a city where
ancient stones hold centuries of secrets, and every August, the world's greatest
celebration of arts and culture transforms its streets.

To follow along a little bit more easily, don't forget to download the free transcript that
you'll find in the description. There you'll find descriptions, pronunciations, and useful
collocations for some of the words that | use today.

Let's get started with our exploration of Scotland's capital: Edinburgh.

Perched on rocky crags and surrounded by hills, Edinburgh's dramatic setting has
captivated visitors for millennia. Human settlement here dates back as far as 8,500 BC
with Castle Rock and Arthur's Seat serving as ancient strongholds. The city's name
comes from Din Eidyn, the old Cumbric word for 'Fort of Eden’ with the 'burgh’ added later
by the Angles, reflecting centuries of shifting influence and power.

By the 12th century, Edinburgh had grown into a royal residence and trading centre. King
David | granted it a royal charter, and the city soon flourished as a hub of commerce,
learning and governance. In 1437, Edinburgh became the official capital of Scotland,
replacing Scone and marking a new era of royal and political significance.

The city's skyline, dominated by the imposing Edinburgh Castle, bears witness to



centuries of conflict, intrigue, and resilience, from the wars of independence to the
Jacobite uprisings.

A city of contrasts.

Edinburgh's unique character lies in its contrasts. The medieval old town with its winding
closes and towering tenements spills down the royal mile from the castle to the Palace of
Holyroodhouse. In the 18th century, the elegant neoclassical New Town was built to
accommodate a booming population. And the ambitions of the Scottish Enlightenment
earning Edinburgh the nickname, the Athens of the North.

Together these districts form a UNESCO World Heritage Site, celebrated for their
architecture, history, and cultural vibrancy.

A global cultural capital.

Edinburgh is much more than its history and architecture. It's a city of ideas, literature,
and creativity, home to the National Museum of Scotland, the National Library, and the
Scottish National Gallery.

Renowned writers like Robert Louis Stevenson, Sir Walter Scott and Muriel Spark have
walked its streets and its universities have shaped generations of thinkers. But perhaps
nothing defines modern Edinburgh more than its role as the world's festival city. Every
August, the city becomes a stage for the Edinburgh International Festival and the Festival
Fringe, the largest annual international arts festival on the planet.

Over three weeks, hundreds of venues host thousands of performances from grand opera
and theatre to cutting edge comedy, dance, and street art, drawing millions of visitors
from across the globe.

The birth of the festivals.

The story of Edinburgh's Festivals begins in 1947 in the aftermath of World War II.
Visionaries like Rudolf Bing, and civic leaders sought to reunite people through great art,
launching the Edinburgh International Festival as a beacon of hope and cultural renewal.
That very first year, eight theatre groups arrived uninvited to perform their own shows on
the "fringe" of the official festival, sparking what would become the Edinburgh Festival

Fringe.



This spirit of openness and creative freedom has defined the Fringe ever since, making it
a launchpad for new talent and a melting pot of global culture.

To celebrate these festivals, all through August in the coming episodes of the Scottish
English Podcast, we'll dive deeper into the stories, people, and performances that make
Edinburgh's festivals so extraordinary.

We will explore the origins and impact of the Edinburgh International Festival, the wild
creativity of the Festival Fringe, and the unique atmosphere that takes over the city every
summer.

So whether you're a first time visitor, a festival veteran, or simply curious about Scotland's
capital, stay tuned as we uncover the magic of Edinburgh's Festivals.

Thanks for joining us for this episode. Don't forget to subscribe and leave us a comment.
Have you ever visited Edinburgh? What were your impressions? See you next time on the
Scottish English Podcast.

Vocabulary Table

Word/Phrase Definition Pronunciation Collocations & Idioms

city where a country's
capital /'keep.1.tal/ capital city, political capital
government is based

very old, from a long
ancient /'e1n.font/ ancient history, ancient stones
time ago

changes completely or transforms into, transform a
transforms /treens'fo:mz/
significantly situation




situated somewhere,

perched /p3:tft/ perched on, perched above

especially at a height

strongly attracted, captivated by, become
captivated /'kaep.t1.ver.tid/

fascinated captivated

a place where people human settlement, early
settlement /'set.al.mant/

establish a community

settlement

strongholds

fortified places, safe

from attack

/'stron.hauldz/

ancient strongholds, political

stronghold

growing or developing

flourishing city, flourishing

flourishing /' flar.z.fin/
successfully culture
ability to recover from show resilience, resilience in
resilience /r1'zil.jans/
difficulty the face of...
secret or mysterious
intrigue /in’'tri:g/ full of intrigue, political intrigue
events or behaviour
ability to recover from resilience to adversity, show
resilience /r1'zil.jans/
difficulty resilience
contrasts noticeable differences | /'kon.tra:sts/ sharp contrasts, in contrast to




large buildings divided

old tenements, tenement

tenements into apartments, often | /'ten.s.mants/
housing
old
relating to a style of art
neoclassical architecture,
neoclassical and architecture from / ni..au'klaes.1.kal/
neoclassical design
18th-century Europe
activities related to international commerce,
commerce /'kom.3:s/
buying and selling commerce centre
being full of energy and cultural vibrancy, economic
vibrancy /'var.bran.si/
life vibrancy
renowned famous and admired /r1'navnd/ renowned for, renowned writer
the ability to recover
resilience in adversity, show
resilience quickly after something | /r1'zil.jans/
great resilience
difficult
something that guides beacon of hope, guiding
beacon /'bi:.kan/
or inspires beacon
place where people or
cultural melting pot, a true
melting pot ideas from different /'meltn pot/

backgrounds mix

melting pot
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